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report in the newspapers. In this situation as to the charges
and the answer, it is not difficult to reach the conclusion
that members of the Senate had ground for the vote of not
guilty upon the several charges in regard to the speeches
that were imputed to the President.

Judge Curtis, in his opening argument, furnished a techni-
cal answer to the article in which the President was charged
with the violation of the Tenure of Office Act, in his attempt
to remove Mr. Stanton from the office of Secretary of the
Department of War. Judge Curtis gave to the proviso to
that statute an interpretation corresponding to the interpreta-
tion given to criminal statutes. Mr. Stanton was appointed
to the office in the first term of Mr. Lincoln's administration.
The proviso of the statute was in these words: " Provided
that the Secretaries of State, of the Treasury, of War, etc.,
shall hold their offices for and during the term of the President
by whom they may have been appointed, and for one month
thereafter, subject to their removal by and with the advice of
the Senate." The proviso contained exceptions to the body
of the statute, by which all civil officers who held appointments
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate were secure
in their places unless the Senate should assent to their removal.
It was the object of the proviso to relieve an incoming Presi-
dent of Secretaries who had been appointed by his prede-
cessor. The construction of the proviso, as given by Judge
Curtis, was fatal to the position taken by the managers. It
was claimed by the managers that the sole object of the pro-
viso was the relief of an incoming President from the con-
tinuance of a Secretary in office beyond thirty days after the
commencement of his term, and that it had no reference what-
ever to the right of the President to remove a Secretary dur-
ing his term.

There were incidents in the course of the proceedings that
possess historical value. By the Constitution the Chief Jus-